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time sworn to resist. The military situation was now becoming dangerous, for the new Turkish forces threatened the isolated Allied detachments in the neighbourhood of Constantinople —the French in Cilicia, the British at Ismid, etc. Once more the Allies looked to Greece and accepted a proposal by M. Venizelos to open a Greek offensive.
Greeks and Turks
This had at first some success (June and July, 1920), and for a few weeks the Greeks appeared to be in secure possession of Eastern Thrace and a considerable slice of Anatolia. But Kemal was rallying his forces and biding his time. He was also working in concert with the Bolshevists, who had expelled General Wrangel from the Crimea and were prepared to help any movement against the Allies. The latter by this time were beginning to repent of their backing of the Greeks, and were soon at sixes and sevens among themselves. Venizelos, their friend, had been thrown from power at the Greek elections in November, 1920; King Constantine, whom they regarded with suspicion, had been recalled. The French had no mind for a new campaign against the Turks, and though the British Government seemed still inclined to back the Greeks, the British public were as reluctant as the French to engage in a new war in the East.
An effort was made to build a bridge towards the Nationalists at a conference held in London in February and March, 1921, but Kemal, who had not been consulted, rejected its proposals and now set himself seriously to drive the Greeks out of Asia Minor. Within a few weeks their debacle was complete, and the Turks demanded the immediate evacuation of Asia Minor. In proportion as the Turks advanced, the Allies retired, and on August 10 " the Supreme Council" proclaimed the neutrality of title Allied Governments in what they now described as a " private war" between Greeks and Turks, though reserving several zones on either side of the Bosphorus and Dardanelles upon which the belligerents were warned that they must not enter. A little later, a French emissary, M. Franklin Bouillon, went to Angora, and concluded a separate treaty between France and the Turkish Nationalists. The Greeks, left to themselves, fell into confusion. Kingusly undertook that responsibility, were subject to fierce attacks
